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' BEECHER, Mayor. | 


5 Martis 149 die MJ ij, 1721. RU! 
S  Regni Regis Georgii ſecundi om 
Britannie, Oc. Primo. : 


is Ordered that the Thanks of this 
| Court be given to the. Reverend Doctor 
Alban, Archdeacon of Middleſex, for his 
| | Sermon preached before this Court, and 
| the Governours of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of 
this City; at tlie Pariſh Church of St. Bridger, 

on Tueſday in Eaſter Week laſt ; and that 
be be deſired? to Print the dame. 2 | 


FACKSON, 
| 


0 „ 


ee ee Joux i iv. 20. F 
Fe man ſay, Thove God, and hateth 


his brother, he 1s a har: . 
that loveth not his brother whom 


for he 
"he beth ſeen, how. can he hve 


Cod Whom be hath not ſeen © 


T 


HIS Apoſtle tells us in the beginning of 


his Goſpel (a), that no man hath ſeen 
God at any time, and repeats the ſame 


in this Chapter (). But yet St. Paul tells us, 
God are clearly 


That even the imuiſible things of 
ſeen, being underſtood by the thing 


made (c). 


s that are 


This indeed St. Paul ſays to make the 
Infidelity of the Heathen, even upon natural 
Principles, incxcuſably guilty. | 

Bur if we take in not only the natural Sy- 
ftem, but alſo that ſupernatural Light afforded 
us by the Manifeſtations of a Divine Revelation, 
we ſhall find there, not only-ſufficient Proof of 
the n of a God, but alſo as much Conviction 


— — 


> id. 


= . : 


—— 


(4) Chas. i. ver. 18. 


—_” 


(6) Ver. 12. 
A 2 


(c) Rom. i. 20. 


[4] 
as may be able to ſatisfy us of his Goodnefs, 
' Kindneſs, and Beneficence, to his Creatures. 
Fon from thence we learn, that all We are 
or hope to be, is, and muſt be, owing to his vo- 
tuntary and free Bounty and Goodneſs, There 
is no other Pfificiplt : codld-Mbye him to the 
Creation of us, but only the deſigning of fuch a 
Oronturd, as ſhokld be ah to fet Yorth thts SI: 

„ and under that Conduct pröndte its pwH 


\\B&75f we tonſider further dite wohderful Ef. 
feds of Divine Love in the . Man- 
Had, the Love vf God to us WII ill appear More 


manifeſts for wheh Man had fidn'd ind Nll'n 
from his firſt Eſtate, and was not able to retrieve 
himſelf, yet even under that Affront, (for Sin is 
the greateſt Indignity we can offet to 'GBd AI- 
mighty). yet even then he lovd us, God /o Med 
the World, (even this fiafal World) ar fo 
his ſon into be World, that whoſoever beliruen 
: N N periſb, but have everlaſting 
e. (4) A een 14% RT 
Tus Conſiderstions ſeem to have led our 
beloved Apoſtle, not only in this Chaptet, But 
throughout this whole Epiſtle, to thoſe divine 
Enecomiums of the Love of God, from whefice 
he 'entteavours to:recommend to us the Bove of 

e another, as in this Chapter (e); Herein is 
| any not that ww? loved God, but that he ue 
uc, and ſent his fon to be the propitiation for 


— - — 


92 7 —_—  —_ —— 


(u John iii. 16. e Fe. i.. 


aur 


*. 


aur int. Beloued, if, ee ur, ae 
alſo to love one another. es f —— ; noo? : 
Tnovck therefore th al Eye hath not 
Teen nor can. ſee God; — Þy 494 Light of theſe 
Divine Communications, the Eye of Faith may 
be ſufficientiy enabled, to 951 him ſuch 
imitable Perfections as, wi not 2 us to ſay 
We have, a duc de Regard for hi im, if we do not en- 
deavour in ſome Meaſure to attain to the ſame 
Perfections ourſelves. And therefore does our 
Apoſtle. rightly. Aha ns" in the Text; He that 
ar he, loveth God and hateth his brother is 4 
har; i. e. He cannot be truly ſaid to loye 
God, who does not endeayour to-ſhew 5 ſame 
Perfection in the Love of his N cighbour. From 
hence therefore we may conſider, 


Wu What is the true Foundation of Chriſtian 
Charity. 


II. What are the "me Acts and Operations 
of it. 


17, Then what is the true Foundation of 
Chriſtian Charity. 


Fr + HOUGH, the Duty of. Almſgiving, and 
relicying the Poor and the Diſtreſsd, has a 
ſufficient e in the common Principles 
of Humanity; for Pity and 7 are na- 
tural Affections, and will move us upon the Diſ- 
covery of any miſerable Object; and therefore is 
it _u that Principle very commendable ; nay, 

| B though 


[6] 


chbbgh this Duty ot Alrnſgiving and refieving 
the Poor and the diſtreſs d, in the common Eſteem 
of Chriſtian Practice, ſeems to have engroſs'd to 
itſelf the whole Notion of Chriſtian Charity Z 
yet is Chriſtian Charity in its true Nature, a 
Virtue of Len —— for Ne Pant = 
us (J). ow all my s tO 

the por, jor, e cberity # 'Profitetl bw 
wor 1 . 

1 E may be deter miſtaken Principle 
to direct our Practice in this Duty; or there may 
be falſe Mottves to lead us to it, and when 
there are ſo, tis not 4 Chriſtian Charity. A 
Pharaſaical Oſtentation may make us biow a 
Trumpet, to ſound out our own Fame amongſt 
Men, and when it does ſo it gives us with it, 
not God's but our own Reward ; for when all 
the Aim and Deſign of the Action is intended 
only to be ſeen of Men, by this Means we gain 
that End; and he who has all that he intended 
has no Reaſon to expect more. 

AGAIN, an over ſuperſtitious Opinion of the 
Work, may be ſufficient to deſtroy the Charity 
of the Action; for our Saviour has taught us to 
believe, that when we have done all we can, 
we are ſtill to account our ſelves unprofitable ſer- 
vant (g). There is nothing we can do can 
Wye od Almighty to give us the Reward by 

of 772777 but we ge. N the 


(9] 

Abilicy of the Performance to be due to his 
Graces the Reward of it, to his Bountʒ. 
Abd therefore Chriſtian Charity muſt be a 
Principle of more univerſal and extenſive Influ- 
ence than this or any other ſingle Chriſtian Du- 
ty Whatfoeyer z it muſt indeed be (ach a Prin- 
Ciple, as is able to lead, and rightly direct this, 
and all other Chriſtian Duties to theic true End. 
Under which Notion we are now to conſider it. 

Wuzn the inquiſitive Lawyer in the Goſpel 
asked our Saviour (4), Whith ts the great com- 
mandment ? Our Saviour ſaid unto him, thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind; 
this is the firſt and great commandment. Anil 
the ſecond is like unto it, thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thy ſelf ; on theſe tus commund- 
ments hang all the law, and the prophett. So 
that a ſtrict external Obſervance of all the mi- 
nuteſt Punctilio's of the Law, which this Law. 
yer valued himſelf upon, was not, in our Savi- 
ours Account, a juſt Obedience to the Com- 
mandment, if that Obedience was not honeſtly 
directed by an univerſal Principle of Love, to 
God in the firſt Place, and to our Neighbour in 
the ſecond. | 

FRon hence therefore we may learn the tru 
Foundation of Chriſtian Charity as it reſpects our 
Brother. It muſt not be built upon a vain Oſten- 
tation, or Deſire of gaining Praiſe and Eſteem to 


n Py — —_— 
* 
* 


0 M. avi. 36, E. 


ourſelves ; 


[8] 


ourſelves; nor yet upon a bold Preſumption'of 
any thing that may be meritorious in the Action. 
It muſt not be reſtrain'd to any one ſingle Duty of 
Chriſtianity, but extended thro them all; nor 
muſt it be confin'd to the narrow Bounds of Kin- 
dred and Acquaintance, but muſt be enlarg'd as 
far and wide as the Product of God Almighty's 
Love, the univerſal Race of Mankind; who be- 
cauſe they are his Off ſpring, are therefore out 
Brethren, and conſequently by him conſtituted 
the Objects of our Lo vos. 
_ - ., For if we conſider, as our Apoſtle tells us in 
this Chapter, ver. 16. that God is Love. If we 
conſider further, that by Love we were created; 
by greater Love we were redeemed ; theſe Con- 
ſiderations ought to be ſufficient to convince us, 
that the gracious Communications of ſuch a di- 
vine Principle, muſt or ſhould have a great and 
forcible Influence upon our Nature; it ſhould ſtit 
up our Endeavours to imitate that great Love and 
Goodneſs of our Maker, in ſome proportionable 
Communications of the like Love and Kindneſs, 
to ſuch as may ſtand in need of it from us. Tis 
the End for which that Principle was implanted 
in us, tis what our Maker expects from us; and 
therefore when upon the natural Scheme, they 
give it us as a Principle, that Man is born a ſociable 
Creature; that Principle is really no more, than 
the conſequential Efficacy of the Communications 
of this divine Love and Goodneſs; that's the Incli- 
nation implanted in our Nature to a mutual Good- 
will, and to the Exerciſe of mutual good Offices. 
"Thus far even the natural Scheme will lead us, and 


ſeems 


191 


ſeem 10 lay a reaſonable, and a ſolid, Foundation 
for an univerſal and extenſivt Love and Chariey. 


Bor when we oonfider the exalted Love of 


e Merit as it was beyond 
n; (for nothing but the ſame Love 
which foiſh'd it, could poſſibly have defign'd it) 
this will ſtill give un further Light and ſtronger 
Arguments, to fix our Chriſtian Charity upon a 
firm and true Foundation: For if we conſider, 
that it was Sin which made the firſt Becach not 
only between God and us, but even among 
ourſebycs; for, From whence come wars and 
4 among \y0u? ſays St. James (ij, Come 

ep not mot hence, even of your tuſts, that war 
in your members ? Ihe Confideration certainly 
of that divine Love which wrought the Recon- 
ciliation/ for us, ought to heighten and improve 
the like Love and Charity amongſt ourſelves. 

_ Ca nary one defpile the Poor, the Captive, 
on the Opprefs'd? when he conſiders, that his 
God and Saviour came to rodeem him from the 

Indigence and trueſt Slavery, The want 
of taving Knowledyc, and the heavy Bonds and 
Chains of Sin: Can any one have even an of- 
fen ding Brother, when he conſiders that his God 
and Saviour came to reconcile him to himſelf, 

even then When he was guilty of the greateſt 
Offences? The whole Deſign of Chriſtianity 
carries every where With it ſuch an uniycrſal 
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C Appear- 


God in the Redemption of Mankind, an Act of 
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a 


OL lr ET RR R——_ 


Ba --- 
a „ ä I OTA — 
4 „ * A 


| 
- - ö 
= 
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Appearance of. Love and Goodneſs, not only to 
wretched but undeſerving Creatures, that hewho 
will act upon: thoſe Principles, muſt neceſſarily 
be led by them, into all the Acts of the ſame 
Love and Kindneſs, and he who acts the con- 
trary, Whatever he may profeſs, is any thing but 
a true Chriſtian. He h ſays he Es God 
and hates his: brui her is 4 liar. 1 

F R o M hence therefore we may 3 
the true Foundation of-a Chriſtian Charity. It 
is not a ſingle Duty, a narrow or confin d Prin- 
ciple; but an univerſal and extenſive Duty of 
Religion, ariſing from the Obligations we are 
ſenſible we lye under to õur great Creator, and 
our gracious Redeemer, thereby teaching us, to 
love God for his own Jake, to love our Brother 
for God's ſake. It is 2 Principle which carries 
an univerſal Influence through all our Chriſtian 
Performance, for ſays St. Paul (), Though. 1 
ſpeak with: the tongues of inen and of angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as ſounding 
braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. Thong h have the 
gift of propheey, and e null myſteries, and 
all knowledge ; and though I bave all faith, fo 
that 1 could remove mountains, and haue ns 
charity, I am nothing. Tbnugh I leſtat-ẽ all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though. I give my 
body to be burned, and. Have ber 1 7 5 75 it E 
AO . N Note * 19 
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[11 ] 
I'T is therefore ſuch a Principle as is abſolate-- 
ly neceſſary. upon St. Pauls Account, to the 


right Guidance and Direction of even the greateſt 


Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit z and there- 
fore muſt be ſuch a Prineipie as ought to be a 


neceſſary Ingredient for the Completion of all 
our ordinary Chriſtian Offices and Duties here; 
and ſuch a Principle as will attend us to the 
Conſummation of our Bliſs hereafter, for when 
(1) - Faith and hope are done away, yet even 
then abideth charity, 11 the greateſt of theſe is 


charity. > 

FROM conſidering therefore the Nature of* 
ſuch / an univerſal and exalted Virtue, proceed 
we in the next Place to conſider the proper Ad 
and Operations of it. 

I then the Nature of Charity as it is a Reli- 
gious Duty be thus univerſal and extenſive, a 
particular Enquiry into all the Operations and 
Influences of it, would lead us through all the 
Stages of the Spiritual Life here, and attend us to 
the Enjoyment of Eternal Life hereafter; it would 
accompany us in all 'our Duty to God, Charity 


would engage us from the ſenſible Obligations 
he has laid upon us, to a faithful Truſt and De- 


pendance upon his Promiſesz to a chearful Duty 
and Obedience to his Commands. And from. 
the Senſe of all. the Benefits he has done unta. 
us, it would engage us further, to a gratcful 

Acknowledgement of them, | and a . thankful . 
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Return for them. It would oblige us to praiſe 
his Holy Name, For all his goodneis and lov- 
ee ing kindneſs to us and to all men. For our: 
ce creation, preſervation; and all: the bleſſings of 


ct this life; But above all; for his intfirmable 


<, love in the redemption of the World by our 

% Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the mcans of grace, 
<« and for the hopes of glory. Aud thus keep: 
< us centinually employ'd in letting forth his 
ce glory, not only with our lips but in bur lives, 
< by giving up aurſelves to dus Service, and by: 
ee walking before him in righteouſneſs and holt- 8 
< neſs all our days. 

Bur becauſe the preſent oe invites 
us rather to con ſider the Acts and Operations of 
Charity, as they have a Reſpect to the Welfare 
of our Neighbour or our Brother, I ſhall confine 
my ſelf to thoſe only, which. may be ended 
under theſe there Heads. 


I. As Ads of Benevolenee, - 

Al. As Ads of Beneficence. 

All. As Ads of Brotherly Corteption. by Be 4 
Wuch three take in the whole Compaſs of 
that Duty, which Charity does ow 0 n. 
Relation to our Brother. And, 


. Of Aber Secret | 


T2 aid lie eee ⁶ r ͤ„ „ 


r ct is an Act of the Will where- 
by + we Expreſs our good Wikhes and Deſires for 
| the 


131 


the Good end Beneſit of another; this has tha 


wuc Charaſteriſtick of a charitable AQ, berayle is 

docs net confine itſelf to our own. Advantage, 

purſues no by or ſelſiſu Ends, but like the Sun ex- 

tends its Influence every where, carries not only 

Light. 5 a kindly Heat ne MA: Inn 
with it. 1210 | 

TuIS Act of Charity wriſeak from thr. Som- 
municated Goodneſs, Which was firſt deriv'd ta 
our Souls from the Divine Love, that connatural 
Principle which from a due Contemplation of the 
Divine communicated Goodneſs will caſily lead 
us into the like Deſires of being good to others, 
far tis the firſt Property of de to he Com- 
Municetive- of itſelf... 

T O. be kindly affetbioned one t another, tho 
frequently inculcated,, yet is no new Precept of 
the Goſpel z but a natural Principle created with 
and implanted in us: and therefore the frequent 
Enforcement of it, is only to let us ee how far we 
had deyiated from the common Principles of Hu- 
manity, and make us ſenſchle that the Grace of 
God is neceſſary for the correcting in us, the 
Errors and Corruptions of our Nature. This Act 
of Charity therefore upon this Aceount may truly 
he ſaid to be ptoperly Chriſtian, for though it 
has a Foundation in Nature; yet is it beſt improv d 
under the advantageous Principles of Chriſtianity, 

Ox this we have a very inſtructive Inſtance in 
St. Paul to King ; for hen St. Pauls 
porn Speech had ſo far or the King's Re- 

olutions, that he confeſt, Thou almoſt perſwadeſt 
en 4 chriſtian ; St. Paul teturn d this gene- 
D rous 


— —— — — — „ 
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tous AR of Benevolencez) n 1 would to God, that | 


(a4) 


nor only thou,” but alſo all that hear me this day, 
were bol almoſt," an altogether ſueh as I am, 
except ſheſe bonds. Not that the Apoſtle was a- 


Wander his Bonds, for they were no Puniſhment 


to him but only a Calamity, nay they were in- 
deed his Glory; but to ſhew us that the Genero- 
firy of a true chriſtian Brtevolence, cannot ſuf- 
fer us to will any Harm to any Perſon; not ſo 
much as a Calamity; but only all the Good we 
can deſire for them, and in ſome Caſes more 
than they can deſtite for themſelves 
Tisis an Act ef Charity An dien are capa 

ble of, the meaneſt Object of our Pity can return 
us this for our Bounty to him, and may venture 
to lay, that ſometimes” the Prayers and göod 
Wiſhes of a ſincere, and: upright poor Man, may 
have more of true Charity-in them, than the 8 


—_— of his BenefaQor;* : //! i! ©») 


Oy this Act of Chatity, the preſent Apptari | 
ance is a living Inſtance, the ſeveral Publick Chari- 
ties now befote us (by which all the Infirmities of 
Mankind; the Diſorders of the Mind, the Diſcaſes 


of the Body, the deſtitute Condition of an help- 
leſs Infancy, ate as far relievid as their preſent 


Bounty can poſſibly extend) defirc only to en. 


large rheir Stock, not to enrich themſelves, or 
to advance the Conditich of thoſe who are now 


under their Care; but only that ſuch a charitable 


Enlargement, «when afforded them, /008p give 
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Ne 
them an —— of aſſiſting more Objects, 
and, as Charity ſhould be, make it more univerſal; 
and therefore are they a juſt Example of true 


Chhriſtian Bencvolence. 


3 


24ly, Proceed we therefore to thi ſecond AR | 
of Charity, as it relates to our Brother, vig. Be- 
ne ficence. Now this goes further than our Withes 
and Deſires, and briags that good Will into Act; 
for tis an actual doing geod to others, in ſuch a 
Manner as we are capable of doing it, and this 
too ia ſome Meaſure, though not in all its kinds, 
is univerſal; for there is no one but may help 
his Neighbout by ſome good Office or other, ci- 
ther by Advice or Aſſiſtance ; for the firſt of theſe 
tis a known Duty of chriſtian Beneficence, and 
We are often commanded in the New Teſtament 
to admoniſh one another ; St. Paul plainly ex- 
preſſes it thus. (n) Brethren, be not weary in well 
doing, and if any one obey not our word by this 
25 , nole that man and have no company with 
Ein, that he may be aſham'd,” yet count him not as 

an enemy, but admoniſh him as a brother. 

A ſober, Vertuous, and. pious poor Man, may 
actually do this Part of Charity to a looſe and care- 
leſs Profeſſur; and when the Admonition has its 
juſt Effect, the Spititual Bene faction does more than 
counterbalance the Temporal Comforts and Afi 
| ſſſtances of the other: we are in this Life all of 
us go. more than, Pilgrims, upon our Journey to 
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our Heavenly Country, and common Humanity 
will naturally prompt us, to give the beſt AA. 
ance we can, to a weak, and faint, and weary, 
Fellow-Traveller; and he ſufficiently repays us, 
when he helps us forward in our Spiritual Courie, 
-by his pious Admonitions and prevailing Prayers. 
Trax Goods of this Life are no more then a 
-neceſlary Viaticum, which is to give us, a com- 
fortable, chriſtian, and advantageous Paſſage thro” 
this Pilgrimage, for we cannot carry them beyond 
the Grave; and therefore ought they to be no 
otherwiſe regarded by us; to communicate 
therefore where we have Abundance to thoſe that 
want, is an Ad of Beneficence of that kind, 
which muſt neceſſarily, by the Nature of it, be te- 
ſtrain'd to thoſe only, whom God Almighty has 
been pleas'd to honour with the Abundance of 
his Bleſſings. Hence ariſeth the Duty and Neceſ- 
ſity of Almſgiving, and relieving the Poor. 
Fon divine Providence, for many wiſe Reaſons, 
not now to be inſiſted on, has thought fit to 
order the ſeveral Conditions of Mankind in great 
Variety; ſome Rich and Powerful; others in a 
lower Station, yet ſufficiently plentiful ; ſome in 
a meaner Condition, yet enabled by their honeſt 
Labour and Induſtry to gain themſelves a com- 
petent Subſiſtence others by Misfortune and Ca- 
lamity rendred unable to do this, and therefore 
left upon our Hands, as the Lord's Portion. Now 
by certain Experience we ind, that this providen- 
tial Diſpenfation of ſeveral Conditions of Man- 
Kind is highly conducive to the publick Peace and 
Welfare, for one great Reaſon of it is, that every 
One 
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one of us in our ſeveral Stations may be uſeful 
and beneficial to one another, and ali of us to 
the Publick, which if the Condition of Mankind 


were equal, it would be impoſſible we could be. 
A neceſlary. Submiſſion. therefore and Obedience 


to this divine Ordination, together with a juſt 
Concern, for the publick Welfare, mult lay it up- 


on us, as a,ncceflary Duty, to relieve ſuch whom 


we find to be ſo far oppreſs d by any Calamity or 
Misfortune, that they are render d thereby unable 
perform their Part of Duty, either to them- 

Ives, or to the pulick Welfare. 

Bur if this natural Reaſon ſhould not be ſuf- 
ficient to fix the Neceſſity of the Duty of Almſ- 
giving and relieving the Poor and Diſtre(s'd; tis 

rther ſtill enforc'd upon us, by the poſitive Com- 
mands of God; and his gracious Promiſes made 
to the due Perfetmance. of it, - ought to quicken 
us in the generous Practice of that which may be 
of ſo great Advantage tous. Thus for Inſtance; 

E are commanded to Honour God with 

aur ſubſtance (o). And under the Fewiſh Oeconomy 
God. Almighty. was very particular in directing 
them how to do it. The Sabbatick Year is 
nded them for this Reaſon. That the poor 

| of oO eaple may eat (p). And again not only the 
Gleanings of the Harveſt and Vineyatd, but even 
Ferdl the Crop itſelf is] commanded to be left, 
or Ts and on 9. * an univerſal 


2 


—_ * 


*—ͤ— — — 


: (6) Prov, ii. 9. OF Exod. t 11. 11. (0 Lev xix. 9, 10. 
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aun may” 


- 
ur 
evmmand if iver (; If thy brot her be warn 
foot, and fa f cowl 3 en thee 
Au relieve oy rob 9 — he be framer of 
4 fojourner ; that he may ve with tber. hey 
are oo alſo, 1 _ Poor fhaff never ceaſe det 
of rheir Land, F command thee 
thou ſbalt open 42 dane wir untu thy 
to thy poor, e nerdy in thy — ( e 
TRE Duty being thus fix both upon the 
ciple of Nature, andchepoſiciye Law: — fo. 
that it is of that kind; that is n nor to cou 
with the. inſtituted ceremonial Læ of tt 


Our Saviour ſappoſing rhe Obſigarion to it, be. | 


ſufficiently.underftood by Mankind; im tris Com. 


mands concerning ir, directs ax onty to the bone 


and ſincere Practice of it: 


For thus we find his Nen ee N 


upon the Mount. Men thun abe 
not found; a: before thee; as the b 


me 40 


trumpri 
do but when rhau tiefÞ als; ter _nor thy eff. 
hand know pay — thy Fi that: mine 


in 
ſteth in ſterrt, 


ſhalt reward: thee” or. 


am thy Faviter whirt 


H (7). And; yer we have im orfter places of 
the New Teſtament, even tire Obiigarion te th 


Duty itſeff fuffiienrly ſer forte — us: Thus. 
ingras * 
deer Buce end 


Sr. Lab tells us (u, alt 
aun have, And\again (mw), Seil w. 
2 alt, proondt younſeluss 
not olaʒ a treaſure i in- the. heavens. which. 


not. And St. Paul admoniſhes , To 2 90 
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LIN — * *Þ ak Ai. aids. 
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r) Let — 5 B i (0 Mat. v via.” 
{u) Luke: xi. 41. (to) Jbid. xii. 33. = 2 xi. 16, 


1 
- 


0 1» Þ 


to communeets forget eſſe with, ſueliſa· 
orifices God: 65 uv, ale d. Laſtly our en 
Who. fo hath bis world, goods, and feeth bis bro- 
— — the bowels of bi: 
campaſen: from him, how dwelleth the. love * 
can h | 
And if 0 theſe Commends we add, The- 
many gracious Promiſes made to the ſincere Per · 
formance of this Duty] ſal nd it not only ne- 
ceſſary or us but alſo au vantageoùs to us, 45 ou 
of many to give you but aſe w/. The ſalmiſt rolls 
4 Binged is he tbat the poor and 
dhe Lord ſball auß ue. hint in #he time of 
trouble: Anu Sa (4); He that hath-merey 
on — — dx. Paul repeats Row 
the 112th = this Encouragement (6); He 
hath di oad, the hath given to the poor, 
His rig reweenerh for ever, h horn ſhati” 
be etalted-pnh honour. And · our Saviour (c, if” 
thou wilt le perfect, go and ſell nbas thon- haſh, 
and give to the poor, and ſhalt baue trea- 
ſure. in hauuem Again. Sx. Lie relts us (a) Grve, 
_ be given unto — good 1 
andrmming over, ſnall 

— nr, For with the {ame me a- | 
fare pay oor it ſhail be meaſured to 
Jon Theſe commands ought to oblige us, 
theſe: — Promiſes. ſhould engage us, to a. 
oo n | 
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(+/+ Ca 1Jol iii. 17. 2) Plalm. Ali. . . v. en 
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Bur yet as a further Encouragementtvit; \glve 
me leave bricfly to repreſent to yd. preat 
Advantage we reap, by the exerel of his. Duty 
from the pnblick Charities now betore us; "foe 
by the liberal Contributions of publick and 
vate Bencfadors within the Compaſs of this laſt 
Year, we have poor Children pur torth Appten- 
tices ro-uſeful Trades.” TOY ubs: yore 
'FroMChrift's Hoſpital, 20 21 109715 1 
of which ten to Sea Service, the moſt 
-uſeful Service to this Nation. 
REMAIN ſtilt under the Care and! _.- 
Charge of the ſaid Hoſpira!! 8 4 20 
who are not only Fed and Cloatk'd,: but 
Inſtructed too, in Principles of Religion, 
as well as uſeful Arts and Sciences. 
FROM St. Bartholomew's Hoſpitai 
Cur'd and Diſchargd wounded ſick and 


maim'd Soldiers and Scamon, and | 
diſcas'd Perſons A Der arc 
REMAIN ſtill under . r rn 
FROM St. Thomas's Hoſpital, Cur 
and Diſcharg'd, 4973 


R EMA 1 N#ſtill under Cure a 678 
Rxcrivp into Bridewel- Hoſpital, n 
Vagrants, and other indigent and 0 257 
able People, THY 
Maintain'd by the ſaid Hoſpital, and 
brought up in diverſe Arts 181 eye we | —— 3 
poor Apprentices, 

FROM Bethlehem Hoſpital cura of } 
Lunacy, 71 
REMAIN under Cure, provided for, 1 
with Phyſick, Diet, and other Relief, 3 35 
| | W 4 
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We have the like Advantages from the 
Londen Work- Houſe, which deſerves a 
further Encouragement, becauſe it not on- 
ly takes care of the Maintenance and In- 
fraction of deftitute Intants, but is alſo 
very ſerviceable, in reducing ſturdy and 
over-grown Vice and Idleneſs. 

THEY have maintain'd this Year 
Poor Children, 933 

AND have how under their Care, 176 

THERE have been this Year diſorder- 

478 


ly Perſons corrected by Confinement 
and hard Labour, | : / | 
Nn ll, e Fg 


A nv this may be Cullicient to ler us ſee, the 
Advantage of this ſecond, At of Charity, Bene- 
frence. And to convince us too, that it is not 
only à Duty we ate oblig d to, but alſo that a 
Kacere Performance of it, will bring great Re- 
wards to ourſelycs, and great n to the 
Pitbfick. 
za, Proceed we therefore to the third and 
12 Act of Charity that of brotherly Correpti- 
on, For where Benevolence and Beneficence, 
as wititing Virtues 28 they ate, are not yet able 
to ptodac thoſe Effects in our Brother, which 
the Principle: of Chatity directs us to, and is 
primarily intended for, viz. The publick Wel- 
fare here, and his own Happineſs hereafter; 
there the Principle of true Charity will bid us 
venture further in the publick Cauſe, and when 
A | Modeſty, . prudent 7 Zeal will per- 


mit, 


fs) 

mit, oblige us to proced to brotherly Correp- 
tion. To reprove a miſtaken Brother, and as 
far as we are able, make him ſenſible of his 
Faults; and when this is done with chriſtian 
Prudence, when the One reproves with Meck- 
neſs, the Other hears with Patience, it is apt 
not only to produce an Amendment in the 
faulty, but alſo to create a mutual Love and 
Affection between one another. 

Bor this is only What may be privately 
excrcis'd between Brother and Brother; there 
is a Charity of this kind in which the publick 
uſtice is concetn'd, for in ſome Caſes tis high- 
y charitable to inflit Puniſhment thete ate two 
ſorts of Men which are the Bane and Scandal of 
a Common Wealth, the Idle and the Immoral; 
of the firſt St. Paul lays (e), He that will not work 
neither ſbould he eat; of the other he ſays, that 
The ruler is the miniſter of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil (F]; 
This part of Charity therefore mult be left to 
the Judge and to the Magiſtrate, for indeed 
ſuch as chuſe rather to beg than earn their Liv- 
ing, ſuch as make our Streets their Hoſpitals, and 
would rather expoſe their Diſeaſes than have them 
curd; ate in my opinion ſo. far from being 
objects of our Charity, that they ought to be 
the publick Cate of Juſtice z when our Laws 
have fo piouſiy provided, that even the pooreſt 
Poon * in Juſtice demand a neceſſary Subſi- 
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Nance from the Publick Stock, it looks too like 
à Reflection upon the Government, to ind com- 
mon Beggary. ſo very clamoruos in our Streets. 

IA E preſent Occaſion we are met upon 
ſeems ton he intended as a uſeful Deſign, to- 
. wards. the Curing. of this Diſorder, for it. trikes: 
at the very Root of both the Evils aforemen- 
tioned, Jaleneſs and Immorality ; by giving, 
Children ſuch an Inſtruction and Education, as 
teaches. them not only their Duty towards God, 
by bringing them to. a daily Attendance upon his 
Service 3 but alſo by informing them of their 
Duty to themſelves, Whilſt their Catechiſm in- 
ſtructs them, 10. learn and labour truly to get their. 
- Wn. „ and to du. their Duty in that tate of. 
| Lite, unt which it ſhall pleaſe God to call them. 
And upon theſe Accounts deſerves our beſt En- 
- couragement, for thus we endeavour not only. 
to ſuperſede the ſeverer Corrections of the Law, 
by cutting off the Occaſions of them, which are 
Idleneſs and, Immotalityz, but al ſo come as near, 
as human Infirmity will give us leave to the 


height of Chriſtianity, and endeavour to practice 
that Leſſon, which St. Paul taught his diſorderly. 
Tbeſſalonians in a like Cafe. { SS. We hear, he ſays, 


which 


that there ar & among you diſor- 
"derly, , workin 


no then 


are. fu 


they work, "WO wy bread: 


ü 000 2 Theſſ. iii. 11. 


nat at Al, but are buſie bodies 
, we\command and exhort 
by our Lord Feſas "Cari, that with quietneſs - 


| 

1 
1 
19 


a 
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70 n then; CHR ITV ve ſee is in 
univerſal Principle, atiſing ttom the Conſtderation 
of the Love of Ged to Mankind, direcking not 
only out Duty to God, but to ourſelyes, afd' to 
gur Neighbour alſo; not only our Almsl Deeds, 
but alk 6ut good Works, fo far & they have any 
Govodilefs in them, muſt be ditected by the In- 
ffuence of this Prinelple. And therefore let us 
Pray fot this Divitte and Heavenly Vertue, as the 
Church directe us. * I 145731 v{110 7 ; | 


Be! e that all our 
Doi Ao Charity are nothing worth, ſend 
thy Ghoft, an pouy into ont Hearts that 
moſt denn gift of Charity, ib ven bond of 
Pact ahi of All Vitnes, without which who/o- 
ever livrih is cbum ed Head befort tber. Grant Hrs 
for thine only Son Feſus Chrift's ſake. Amen. 
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